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PINZGA FENC

A piece of tradition in the Pinzgau

©TVB Piesendorf Niedernsill, Foto Bettina Lerch

As you hike through the Pinzgau, you might come across a piece of traditional craftsmanship: the Pinzgauer
fence. This regional wooden fencing shapes the landscape of the area and reflects a time when people invested
considerable effort into the meticulous design of their surroundings.

Before the advent of barbed wire, meadows, fields and alpine huts in the Pinzgau were often enclosed with the
characteristic Pinzgauer fence. There were three main types of these fences:
 The ,,Schrig“: A light fence where two posts are placed crosswise and a row of horizontal wooden slats
(Girschtn) is inserted.
 The ,,Hag“: Slightly denser, this fence was made of knee-high posts and stakes, which, along with Girschtn,
formed a sturdier enclosure.
» The Pinzgauer Fence: The most robust variant, with 240 cm long Girschtn stretched between 170 cm long
posts and knee-high posts to keep even small animals out.

Building these fences was a labor-intensive process. The necessary timber was hand-cut, transported and proces-
sed. Erecting and maintaining the fences required significant time and effort.

With the passage of time and the mechanization of agriculture, fence openings became necessary to accommo-
date machinery. This led to drainage, leveling and land consolidation, which required the removal of traditional
wooden fences. Additionally, the availability of inexpensive labor from agriculture, which lasted until after World
War II, disappeared.
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The costs of timber harvesting and fence construction became prohibitive and as a result, the Pinzgauer fence
became increasingly rare.

Today, the Pinzgauer fence is mostly seen among enthusiasts or at special locations such as the Hohe Tauern
National Park, museums, or prominent spots. Here, the traditional craftsmanship is preserved and honored,
allowing visitors to experience a piece of this historically significant fencing.

So, if you spot a Pinzgauer fence along the hiking trail, remember that you are encountering a piece of living his-
tory - an emblem of the region's tradition and craftsmanship.
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